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Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from August 5, 2011
Motion by Lindsey McWilliams to approve August 5, 2011 minutes with amendments.  Elma Rosas seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Approaches to Mandate Solutions – Laurie Cassady (Butte County) and Geoffrey Neill (CSAC)
This discussion had its roots in the suspension of funding for state mandates.
Ms. Cassady - on behalf of Candy Grubbs - presented a proposal for a legislative solution on restructuring election costs by requiring the State to pay for “State Contests” that are included on the ballot or other possible solutions to reimburse counties for unfunded mandates.  (Included in her proposal was information from other states where states fund state contests.)  In general, Ms. Cassady sought CACEO support requesting CSAC assist in addressing the mandate suspensions.

Based on this Ms. Cassady’s materials, there was a wide ranging discussion on: the general notion that the State pay its share of election costs; carefully identifying and addressing any new legislation that has potential for new costs as such legislation is introduced; work to proactively address another year of mandate cuts; and seek vote-by-mail cost reimbursements from schools.

Mr. Neill noted that a county and/or CACEO needs to send a letter to CSAC as soon as possible if there are specific recommendations that CSAC should consider in relation to its legislative strategy for next year but if the recommendations are more general then a letter may not be required.

Butte County will most likely send letter to CSAC raising specific and general mandate concerns and these issues will be brought forward to CACEO leadership for its consideration and possible letter to CSAC. 
Federal Voting Assitance Program (FVAP) – Staff Presentation
Scott Wiedmann and Laurie Crenan of FVAP presented the Uniform Military and Overseas Act (UMOVA) created by the Uniform Law Commission (ULC, an interstate commission made up of State legal experts appointed and elected by State governments/commissions).  The ULC seeks adoption of UMOVA by the various states.  
Remarks published by the ULC that accompanied the introduction of UMOVA in 2010 state – in part – that UMOVA seeks to confront “the obstacles that overseas and military voters face” which “can be traced to the fact that American elections are conducted at the state and local levels under procedures that often vary dramatically by jurisdiction.”  These remarks also state that “This lack of uniformity complicates any federal effort such as the UOCAVA, to assist these voters to surmount the other major obstacles that they face.”

UMOVA generally seeks to:

· “…extend to state elections the assistance and protections for military and overseas voters currently found in federal law, which covers only biennial federal elections”

· “… bring greater uniformity to the military and overseas voting processes, which the several states will continue to have primary responsibility for administering, in both federal and non-federal elections.”
FVAP encourages adoption of the UMOVA language in state law but states that “care must be taken to avoid regressing by adopting legislation that is less than what is already provided by State law.”

FVAP is working with the California Assembly and Senate election committee staff in order to attempt to implement UMOVA - by 2013 - in California.  
One comment from attendees to FVAP staff was that CACEO had generally found it problematic to allow voters to return ballots after election day.  UMOVA has a provision that may allow ballots to be returned after election day.

CACEO will continue to work with state legislators and FVAP in assessing UMOVA.

FVAP staff commented that they continued to be available for California election officials in order to assist them in any way they can to serve California’s military and overseas voters.  (Feel free to contact them with questions.)

Easy Voter Guide – Susan Clark of Common Knowlege
Ms. Clark spoke generally about the Easy Voter Guide’s (EVG) history and possible future path.  She described efforts to make the EVG more modular so that specific areas of interest could be accessed more readily on the web.
She also led a general discussion about the future of the printed EVG.  Currently, funding is precarious.  Attendees indicated a strong interest in continuing the publishing the paper version of the EVG in as many languages as possible since it is a key voter information tool.  Various funding models were explored including one where the counties would help support the funding.

Ms. Clark will work with Jill LaVine on a survey to poll counties on their interest in supporting the EVG and manner by which the EVG might be supported.

Legislation

New Law assignments:
AB 80, Ch. 138
Tim McNamara

AB 84, Ch. 186
Candy
AB 193, Ch. 137
Janice
AB 413, Ch. 187
Yolo County
AB 461, Ch. 189
Deborah Seiler
AB 506, Ch. 190
Deborah Seiler/Tim McNamara
AB 754, Ch. 57
Dean Logan
AB 985, Ch. 52
Elaine Ginnold
AB 1343, Ch. 191
Elma Rosas
AB 1357, Ch. 192
Deborah Seiler
AB 1412, Ch. 118
Jill LaVine
Veto message for SB 88 will be read by Tim McNamara.

More assignments will be made if more bills are chaptered.  AB 293, 362, 547 and SB183, 199, 205, and 327 are on Governor’s desk.
SB 6/Proposition 14/AB 1413 (Top Two Primary)

AB 1413 was introduced recently as clean up legislation for SB 6.  This clean up legislation – in part – contained provisions that will enable counties to realistically manage their primary elections in relation to Proposition 14.

AB 1413 did not make it out of committee due to concerns raised by the proponent.  The bill will possibly be brought back and addressed as emergency legislation in January.  Secretary of State staff, Barry Brokaw, and Michael Wagaman all responded to attendees concerns regarding the urgent need to address the well-known problems related to SB 6.
SB 202 (Hancock)  Elections: ballot measures
Position:  No position
Discussion:  Recent amendments to this bill were significant. Generally, the amendments provide that initiatives/referendum measures that are certified for the ballot after July 1, 2011 and ACA 4 (a fiscal bill) will be placed on the November 2012 ballot.
This bill could affect counties in different manners.  For example, it may cause fewer ballot cards in the Primary Election but increase the number in the General Election.  (With the effects of Proposition 14 still unknown it is difficult to assess the impact of this bill should it pass.)

HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee

Secretary of State staff gave status reports and answered questions on Voting Systems and the Voting Modernization Board.

· 301 contracts will be renewed to 2015; counties have been or will be contacted by SOS staff in the near future with details.
· There will be a new round of EAID funding for counties to serve voters with disabilities.  Details from SOS staff to follow.
· Votecal: September 23, prequalification packages are due.  Please follow Votecal activity at:  http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/votecal/current-rfp.htm
Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· General discussion regarding American Community Survey (ACS).  Will suggest that CACEO attempt to have an ACS expert panelist at New Law so there is a better understanding of how data collection and language decisions are made based on the ACS.  
· In anticipation of late summer/early fall release of census based updated minority language requirements, subcommittee continued to discuss strategies related to minority language assistance including distributing best practice information through CACEO website.  
· Poll Place Accessibility Checklist (PPAC) conference call planning continued.  
· Alameda County has been issued a consent decree related to its language services.  Will discuss this further in future.
Petition Subcommittee (Deborah Seiler – Chair)

· 1994 SOS/CACEO guidelines related to processing petitions continued to be reviewed.  Guidelines judgments regarding valid addresses were considered in detail.
· Staff from various from the SOS, San Diego, Sacramento, and Los Angeles Counties participated.  Participation from other jurisdictions is encouraged.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine, Janice Atkinson and Linda Tulett for their assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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